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LE MESURIER, Mavror. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the City 
of London, on Thurſday the 6th Day of March, 1794. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend Mr. TOWN LEY, Chaplain to the Right Honourable the 
Loxd Mayor, for his excellent Sermon preached at the Cathedral 
Church of St. Paul, before the LoxD Mayor, ALDERMEN, SHERIFFs, and 
Ciry Orrictrs, on Friday the Trwenty-erghth of February, 1794, being 
the Day appointed by his MajEST Y to be obſerved as a GENERAL Fast ; 
and that he be requeſted to print the ſame, and ſend a Copy thereof 
to every Member of this Court. 


RIA. 
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ro THE 


Right Honourable PAUL LE MESURIER, 
LORD MAYOR, 


THE 


WORSHIPFUL THE ALDERMEN, 


THE 


SHERIFFS, 


AND THE 


COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LONDON, 


THIS 


SERMON. 


PREACHED IN THE 


Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 


ON FRIDAY THE TWENTY-EIGHTH OF FEBRUARY, 1794, 


AND PRINTED AT THEIR REQUEST, 


IS'RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 


BY THBIR OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


WAL BROOK, THE AUTHOR. 
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ISAIAH, CHAP. XXVI. PART OF THE NINTH VERSE, 


WHEN THY JUDGMENTS ARE IN THE EARTH, THE INHABITANTS or 


THE WORLD WILL LEARN RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


. 


'Tnoven * the Heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament ſheweth his handy work, yet that con- 
tinued manifeſtation of divine power and wiſdom does not 
fill the hearts of men with praiſe and gratitude. The ſun 
ſhines bright in thg firmament ; the moon performs her 
appointed revolutions : ** Seed-time and harveſt, ſummer 
„and winter, day and night do not ceaſe, — ** O that men 


would therefore praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs ; and 


«« declare the wonders that He doeth for the children of 
men!“ — Were the ſun for one day not to finiſh his 
courſe, with what aſtoniſhment would our hearts be filled ! 
with what amazement ſhould we contemplate ſuch a mar. 
vellous act of divine power] but is the manifeſtation of 


B divine 
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divine power leſs marvellous, which cauſes that “ great 


*« light,” day by day, ages after ages, to diſpenſe unto us 
bleſſings ? 


The Globe we inhabit is replete with wonders — the 
« Farth is full of the goodneſs of the Lord” but becauſe 
thoſe wonders preſent themſelves on every ſide, we forget 
to render to God ** the honour due unto his holy name.” 


The numberleſs mercies of God are deſigned to lead and 
preſerve us in the way of righteouſneſs: our negle& 
and frequent abuſe of thoſe mercies render « judgments 
moſt expedient for us. They are indeed repreſented in 
Scripture as God's ſtrange work ;” that in which He 
delighteth not: but infinitely beneficial will they prove, if, 
from his judgments now in the earth, ** the inhabitants of 
„the world will learn righteouſneſs.” — 


It will not, I truſt, be either foreign from the general 
argument in the text, or inapplicable to the ſolemnity of 
this day, if—in the firſt place, I direct your attention to 
ſome inſtances of the Wan? of righteouſneſs obſervable among 

ourſelves; and — ſecondly, from the mi ſerable example of 


our preſent continental foes, urge the neceſſity of learning 


«« righteouſneſs,” 


P 


“ righteouſneſs,” leſt, in our nation and perſons, we 


experience the juſt judgments of God. — 


I. — Without detracting, on the one hand, from the com- 
mendation due in private life to the many examples, in 
which a juſt ſenſe of duty is diſplayed in correſpondent 
acts of virtue; and in public life to the numerous inſtances, 
which teſtify unrivalled benevolence and charity ; without 
intending, on the other hand, to overcharge the deſcription 
of our tranſgreſſions, or preſuming to aſcertain the meaſure 
of our offences ; yet, on contemplating our preſent national 
character, in a moral and religious light, we muſt confeſs 
there is abundant reaſon to humble our ſouls before God; 
to deprecate his judgments ; and in contrition to acknow- 
ledge, that, as a nation, God has hitherto ** puniſhed us 


«« Jeſs than our iniquities deſerve.” — 


Should any individual be ſo little acquainted with his 
own heart, as to preſume, that, being not “ far from 


33 


i righteouſneſs,” he has no need to deprecate the divine 
judgment; let him, in the cool moments of reflection, after 
examining the perfect rule of life ſet before him, conſider 
the deviations in his paſt conduct with all their aggra- 
vating circumſtances; and, on applying to himſelf this 
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awful queſtion, How much oweſt hoy unto my Lord?“ 
the ſtill ſmall voice of conſcience will ſuggeſt —** thou art 
10 weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.” — 


In the riſing generation we. behold an attachment to 
frivolous purſuits, an averſion to reaſonable reſtraint, an 
indifference to the judgment of ſuperiors, an immoderate 
love of pleaſure — diſpoſitions unfavourable to the cauſe of 
truth, virtue, and religion, yet manifeſt in their conſidering 
moral obligations only as ſubſervient to convenience, and in. 


treating both natural and revealed religion, as if unbelievers 
had demonſtrated both to be falſe. 


Among thoſe perſons, whoſe ſituation in life, being 
removed from the evils and temptations attendant on the 
extreme either of poverty or riches, is the moſt fayour- 
able to happineſs, becauſe moſt favourable to virtue, there 
is found a miſplaced ambition of copying licentious manners, 
and adopting irreligious ſentiments; apparent in their pro- 
faning the Sabbath, abſenting themſelves from public wor- 
ſhip, remaining ignorant of the Scriptures, and diſregarding 
the religion of the bleſſed Jeſus. 


| While we lament the evils, which originate with the moſt 
profligate of the people, and, by extending their baneful 
| influence,, 


E081} 


influence, induce, not merely the moſt diſtreſſed of the poor, 


but (as our courts of juſtice now more than ever atteſt) 
perſons entruſted with property, confidential dependants, 
„to ſteal, and take God's holy name in vain;” is it not 
likewiſe dreadful to reflect, that, in the higher ranks of 
ſociety, among thoſe who know, or have every means. of 
knowing, the way of God more perfectly,“ there are 
numbers, who ** have altogether broken the yoke, and burſt 
„ the bonds;” who are diſtinguiſhed for poiſoning the 
ſources of public ſpirit and of domeſtic happineſs by 
GAMING, DUELLING, and ADULTERY ; ** glorying in their 
«© ſhame,” diſavowing reſponſibility, and ſaying in their 
hearts, Who is the Lord that we ſhould fear him?“ 


When folly and profaneneſs, fraud and injuſtice, vice 
and infidelity, are thus predominant, I cannot flatter you 
that our national guilt is not already ſufhcient to draw down. 
upon us any judgment of God. — Can we ſeriouſly reflect on 
theſe things without a real concern for our own nation ? Can 
we feel that concern without deprecating the judgments of 
God? For, if it be the unavoidable conſequence of im- 
- morality and contempt of religion to weaken and diſſolve 
the bands of ſociety, let us not ſo groſsly flatter ourſelves, 
as to imagine that our condition is ſecure; or, that the 


Almighty, 
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Almighty, though rich in mercy,” will protect and pre- 
ſerve thoſe, who perſiſt in violating his commands, in re- 


jecting his word and ordinances, and in abuſing his mercy 
and loving kindneſs, — 


IT. —If, from theſe inſtances of the Want of righteouſneſs 
obſervable among ourſelves, I now, in the ſecond place, 
advert to the national character of our preſent continental 
foes, it will be done ſolely with this deſign, that, in being 
warned by their miſerable example, calling our own 
„Ways to remembrance, and learning righteouſneſs,” we 
may not in our own nation and perſons experience the juſt 
judgment of God. — 


We are now involved in a war, in all its circumſtances, 
probably, never yet paralleled. In juſtification of our part 
in the preſent continental war, it is pleaded, and with truth— 
that we are not the aggreſſors—that we act on the defenfive— 
that our enemies wage war againſt order, ſociety, and 
religion—and that our own preſervation and exiſtence, as a 
free, civilized, and Chriſtian people, turns on reſtraining 
their unbounded ambition, 


To the introduction of the miſeries now endured by our 
enemies in France, the principles of their philoſophical 


inſtructors, 


FOES: 


inſtructors, and the fentiments of their political leaders, have 


largely contributed. 


Their philoſophers have long been induſtrious to deprive 
the mind of the hope of immortality ; they have exerted 
their talents to rob us of the carneſt expectation of the 
« creature,” and leave us to drink the dregs of the cup 
of human miſery, without any conſolation to ſuſtain our 
ſpirit : they have aſſumed the character of lovers of 
human nature, while they repreſented: the grave as the 
eternal ſleep of body and ſoul ; and of friends to truth, while 
they ridiculed the belief, and denied the exiſtence, of Gop.— 
Wretched is that ſyſtem of philoſophy, ** falſely ſo called,” 
which tends to deſpoil good men of their deareſt hopes, 
and to free the abandoned from the apprehenſion of a judg- 
ment to come] — Deſpicable is the underſtanding, which 
imagines that ſocial enjoy ment is to be heightened, by levelling 
us with the beaſts who periſh that our true and proper 
happineſs conſiſts in “ corrupting ourſelves in thoſe things, 
« which we know naturally” and that, by deſpiſing religion, 
we ſhall advance the freedom and perfection of our nature! 
| Theſe frantic ſuggeſtions, the offspring of pride and ſen. 
ſuality, ſhew what abſurdities, what debaſing ſentiments, 
what licentious and atheiſtical principles, men, even of 
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brilliant and cultivated genius, may adopt, when, loſt in 
imaginary independence, they account themſelves too great 
to be good, and too w/e to be religious. | 


They, ' whoſe minds are not yet perverted by infidelity, 
will therefore continue thinking it moſt expedient to walk 
in the ** good old paths;” and to - train up their children,“ 
in the fear, not in the denial, of God. They will guard 
againſt the contagion of foreign philoſophy : a ſyſtem of 
the moſt unſound poſitions, which have ever diſgraced the 
underſtanding, and polluted the heart, of man; a ſyſtem, 
which, in attempting to .exclude “ the fear of God,” rends 
aſunder all the duties, all the charities, all the comfort of 
life ; deſtroys moral ſentiment, and eradicates natural 
affection.— 


When, together with ſuch philoſophical principles, the 
ſentiments of their political leaders, on * the abſtract and 
« impreſcriptible Rights of Man,” were generally diffuſed, it is 
the leſs to be wondered at, that the people of France, allured 
by the more intelligible promiſes of Liberty and Equality,” 
ſhould avail themſelves of their own ſtrength : and, after ex- 
hibiting in their own nation, dreadful inſtances of their ſovereign 
power, mould hold forth to ſurrounding nations the offer 
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of the ſame * Liberty and Equality; or threaten them * 
all the horrors of war and deſolation. 


They now feel, and the whole nation for ages to 
come will moſt ſeverely feel, the direful conſequences of 
rebellion againſt the laws of God and man. Let the miſeries 
now exiſting in that kingdom, teach us (if we have need 
to be taught) the value of peace and order, of virtue and 
religion — Let the alienation of mind in fo many millions 
of the inhabitarits from all ſenſe of allegiance ; from the ties 
of conſcience, and the ſanctions of religion — Let their 
ferocity, which has already filled an extenſive empire with 
internal deſolation, has led to the plunder and deſtruction of 
immenſe property; to the perpetration of acts diſgraceful 
to the moſt ſavage tribes ; of every indecency and barbarity 
which could be exerciſed on the feelings and lives of their 
fellow citizens, their legal magiſtrates, their ſpiritual in- 
ſtructors, and their gracious Sovereign — Let the madneſs, 


which, to fill up the meaſure of their iniquity,” has 
C | induced 


Declaration of the National Convention of France 
That it will treat as enemies the people, who, refuſing or renouncing Liberty and 
Equality, are deſirous of preſerving their Prince and privileged caſts, or of entering 


* into an accommodation with them.“ 


The FxamreLzs of France a WARNINGd to BRTTAIN. 


By AxTHUR YouNG. Page 152, 3d Edit. 1793. 
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induced them to convert to heatheniſh ſuperſtition temples 
dedicated to the worſhip of God; to ** deny the Lord whia 
„bought them;“ to blaſpheme the Saviour of the world, 
and to defy the power of God: — Let theſe dread ful effects 
of anarchy prove to us BRITO NS ſo many admonitions 
not to trifle with lawful authority; not „ to deſpiſe 
government; not to endanger the civil and religious 
bleſſings we now enjoy. 


Thoſe bleſſings for many generations have been well under. 
ſtood, and largely experienced, in this nation: they are the 
fruits of the united wiſdom of ages : they were obtained by 
the labours, and purchaſed by the lives, of our illuſtrious fore- 
fathers. The poſſeſſion of that Inheritance ſhould prevail 
with every honeſt member of the community, every lover 
of his country, every friend to God and man, to prevent, 
as far as lies in his power, the diffuſion of thoſe principles, 
which tend to deſtroy property, ſubvert religion, and 

introduce 


The quarrel now raging in that once flouriſhing kingdom (France) is not between 
* liberty and tyranny, or between protecting and oppreſſing ſyſtems of government; it 
is, on the contrary, collected to a ſingle point—it is alone a queſtion of Property; it 
© is a trial at arms, whether thoſe who have zo/hing, ſhall not ſeize and poſſeſs the 
property of thoſe who have ſomething. A dreadful queſtion—a horrid ſtruggle, which 
can never end but in the equal and univerſal ruin of all. — 


Id. Page 46. 
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introduce anarchy and deſolation. For it is too notorious 
to be denied—that our foreign adverſaries have their ad- 
vocates here —that · from among ourſelves have ariſen men 
«« ſpeaking perverſe,” and moſt ſegitious, things; that, of 
our own nation there are numbers, who, from rooted averſion 


to our Conſtitution in Church and State, would not be 
grieved at the annihilation of both: numbers, deſirous 


to adopt the Levelling Syſtem,” in theory ſo plauſibly de- 

lincated here, as to conceal the evils experimentally felt 
abroad: numbers, in whom there exiſts a ſtrong diſpoſition 

to enforce * the ſacred right (as it is called) of inſurrection. 


The liberty, now too generally purſued, is founded on 
this frantic idea—exemption from all reſtraint and authority— 
from the laws of man—and from the fear of God. But, 
though that liberty were as univerſal as it is deſtructive, to 
glory in it will ever be among the ſigns of a reprobate 
„ mind.” It is no honour to a man to be merely leſs 
unprincipled than his neighbour: it is no credit to a nation 
to be only not ſo abandoned as another. 


We ought ſeriouſly to reflect, that, though under the 


ſanction of Government, we now, individually and col- 
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lectively, enjoy the ſecurity of property, the protection of 
our perſons, and the profeſſion of religious principles; yet 
thoſe invaluable bleſſings could not exiſt, if lawful au- 
thority were violently overborne. It is therefore incumbent 


on us all, as we value life, order, and religion, to guard 
againſt the avowed diſturbers of ſociety. 5 


Let us not prefume on our preſent diſtance from the 
actual horrors of war; nor confide too much either on 
the juſtice of our cauſe, or on the approved valour of the 
combined armies; nor too haſtily conclude, that the troubles 
in Europe will ſpeedily be terminated : for, ſo great are the 
numbers. and the enthuſiaſm of our open enemies ſo 
great the vigilance and ſubtlety of our clandeſtine foes — ſuch 
the nature of the abſtract principles, which have, in a great 
meaſure, given birth to the preſent troubles and, ſuch are 

| the 


Let the Farmers of this kingdom repreſent to themſelves a picture of what 
* their ſituation would be, if their labourers, their ſervants, and the paupers whom 
* they ſupport by poor's rates, were all armed, and, in ſome meaſure, regimented, and 
* in poſſeſſion of the veſtry, voting not only the money to be raiſed by rates, but the- 
* divifion of it among themſelves; decreing what the price of all the farmers' products 
* ſhould be, what wages ſhould be paid to ſervants, and what pay to labourers. Under 
* ſuch a ſyſtem of government, I beg to aſk, what ſecurity would remain for a ſingle 
1 ſhilling in the pockets of thoſe, who are at preſent in a ſtate of eaſe and affluence ?* 


Id. Page 37. 
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** the ſigns of the times that no human mind can form 
a judgment of the conſequences. 


War is, in itſelf, a dreadful alternative. Although 
victory ſhould attend that nation, whoſe cauſe is juſt, yet 
to both nations—war is one of 'God's judgments. Before 
that mark of the divine diſpleaſure is experienced, in- 
ferior warnings muſt have been repeatedly reſiſted. Na- 
tional judgments are dreadful in the extreme, To every 
individual they bring diſtreſs and mifery. * When a 
„% man's foes are thoſe of his own houſehold,” when 
civil diſcord reigns, imagination cannot paint the dreadful 
apprehenſions; words cannot deſcribe the univerſal con- 
ſternation and horror: for there is no ** compaſſion—upon 
young man or maiden; old man or him that ſtoopeth 
for age: ** they, that have fed, delicately, are deſolate 
in the ſtreets: they, that were brought up in ſcarlet, 
„embrace dunghills: the young children aſk for bread ; 
« and the tongue of the ſucking child cleaveth to the roof 
of his mouth for thirſt! 


We have this day offered up our prayers and ſupplications 
to the Divine Majeſty, * for averting thoſe heavy judgments 


* which our manifold provocations have moſt juſtly deſerved.” 
But 


9 2 Chronicles XXXV1, 17. F Lamentations iv. 
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But we ſhall beſt anſwer the intent of this day's ſolemnity, 
and beſt prove our ſincerity, by fetting God always be- 


fore us:“ ſhewing in our own conduct an example of 


righteouſneſs ; diſcharging the public and private duties of 
religion ;. training up thoſe committed to our care, whoſe 
ſalvation owght to be dear unto us, in the fear of God:“ 


and in ſecular concerns, manifeſting a ſpirit of * 
good-will, and charity. 


To the rebellious inhabitants of Jeruſalem, who ſaid to 
the prophets, propheſy not unto us right things, ſpeak 


'«« unto us ſmooth things, propheſy deceits, cauſe the Holy 


% One of 1/rae/ to ceaſe from before us,” Jſaiab was com- 
miffioned to deliver theſe words: To what purpoſe is the 


«© multitude of your facrifices unto me? faith the Lord: 


«© bring no more vain oblations: put away the evil of your 
«« doings from before mine eyes: ceaſe to do evil; learn to 
« do well.” And can we, who are bleſt with the know- 
ledge of the Goſpel, imagine that God will accept any 
homage inſtead of the ſacrifice of our hearts? Can we, to 
whom are revealed the ineſtimable love of God, in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt—the cer- 
tainty of future exiſtence and of a judgment to come,” 
look for protection from heaven, while we diſhonour the 


„% doctrine 
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«« doctrine of God our Saviour,“ by an unholy life and con- 
verſation? Therefore cleanſe your hands, ye ſinners, and 
«« purify your hearts, ye double-minded ; rent your hearts 
and not your garments: caſt away from you all your 
« tranſgreſſions, ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin.” — 


It may be 700 late for to cry for mercy, when judgment 
is come. Before the evil days come,“ may we all learn 
„ righteouſneſs !'? — May it pleaſe God to ſpare all thoſe 
who confeſs his holy name !—May the mercy of God reſt 
upon us, like as we do put our truſt in him ! — May peace, 
ſafety, and proſperity, be reſtored and perpetuated to our 
Sovereign and his kingdoms! and may the Grace of God 
enable us to know the things that belong to our everlaſting 
«© peace—before they are hid from our eyes.” 


Now wnto the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, 
the only wiſe God, be honour and glory, 
for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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